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1.  Introduction  

 

1.1 The following report to the Health and Wellbeing Boards of Devon County Council, 
Plymouth City Council, Torbay Council, Cornwall Council and the Council of the Isles 
of Scilly provides a summary of the assurance functions of the Health Protection 
Committee (of the four Boards) and significant matters considered for the period from 
1st April 2015 to the 31st March 2016.  
 

1.2 The report considers the following domains of health protection: 
 

¶ Communicable disease control and environmental hazards 

¶ Immunisation and screening 

¶ Health care associated infections. 
 

1.3 The report summarises action taken to date against the programme of health 
protection work priorities established by the committee for the period 2015 to 2016.  

 
 

2.   Assurance Arrangements  

 

2.1 On 1st April 2013 significant changes took place in the health and social care 
landscape following implementation of the new NHS and Social Care Act (2012). At 
this time, the majority of former NHS Public Health responsibilities transferred to 
upper tier and unitary local authorities including the statutory responsibilities of the 
Director of Public Health.  
 

2.2 With regards to health protection, local authorities through their Director of Public 
Health, require assurance that appropriate arrangements are in place to protect the 
publicôs health. The scope of health protection in this context includes:  
 

¶ Prevention and control of infectious diseases 

¶ National immunisation and screening programmes 

¶ Health care associated infections 

¶ Emergency planning and response (including severe weather and environmental 
hazards. 

 
2.3 The Health Protection Committee (and its Terms of Reference) has been formally 

mandated by the Health and Wellbeing Boards of Devon County Council, Plymouth 
City Council and Torbay Council. Cornwall Council and the Council of the Isles of 
Scilly co-operate in the Committee and may formally join in the future.  
 

2.4 The aim of the Health Protection Committee is to provide assurance to the Health 
and Wellbeing Boards of Devon County Council, Plymouth City Council, Torbay 
Council, Cornwall Council and the Council of the Isles of Scilly that adequate 
arrangements are in place for the prevention, surveillance, planning and response to 
communicable Disease and environmental hazards required to protect the publicôs 
health.  
 

2.5 Terms of Reference (Appendix 1) for the Committee were agreed by Local Authority 
Directors of Public Health, their Health Protection Lead Officers as well as 
representatives from Public Health England (including Consultant in Communicable 
Disease Control), NHS England Area Team and the Clinical Commissioning Groups. 
 




